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Transcript
Dear Sir,
Dubuque Apl. 6. 1840
As some time had elapsed after your letter to me before I was able to comply with your
request in the whole; I concluded that you would have the other laws, which I had not sent you,
in the newspapers, and I therefore omitted sending them. I hope you experienced no
disaccommodation thereby.
Mr. Clerk Wallace sent by me your Council Journals but as our boat passed Davenport IA
the night I had not an opportunity to deliver them. I offered to send them to you from this place
by the mail carrier, but he declined taking them; I have them therefore waiting opportunity to
send to you.
The proposition for a convention in the summer appears to be well received in the South
and partially so here. Mr. Churchman does not like it fearing he may not be selected. He is out
on his own hook. And Mr. Hempstead is rather doubtful expressing some fears that C. may be
nominated, or Gehon, or some other unsuitable men.
The Gazette and the News have both spoken out, but I think the Sun keeps dark. Cannot
you make it speak, and show
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its face. The News named a day much too early. (May next). As it is a new thing a little more
time should be given for preparation, to allow people to think of it and talk with their neighbors
and to meet and elect their delegates. I think July will be early enough; or the election not being
till October this year; and a candidate coming before the people in this way by nomination of
convention would not need so much time for electioneering as when nominated by himself.
If some better man is not presented to the convention than any of those yet named. Davis,
Chapman, Churchman or Gehon, I fear that you or I will be obliged to come forward. I suppose
however that Johnson may be willing and may be the choice of the convention.
The bill before Congress for allowing us to become a state is so much more favorable
than was anticipated by many especially the opposers of admission, that I expect to see you and
others come out in favor of State government. It has no restriction on taxing lands for 5 years and
as was expected; it gives 5 percent on lands sold to common schools, a much better disposition
of the fund than in case of sister Illinois & others. Two townships of land for seminaries of
learning (to Ill., it was one) and a large amount contiguous to Salt Springs with no limit in the
disposition of it. And all these grants, highly favorable as they are, without any of the restrictive
conditions
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to which Illinois and others have been subjected, ought I think to determine us to accept it
“nostra si bona norint,” as we might not at another time obtain so good terms.
It is however far short in the amount of lands given, to the grants made to Arkansas. I do
not know to what circumstances she was indebted, indeed for such lavish donations of land. But I
do not suppose that we could by waiting obtain the same; unless Michigan was treated in the

same liberal manner (of which I am not informed). If she was also, we might perhaps expect it
too.
Yrs &c.
With respect
W.J.A. Bradford
Belleview.
Since coming here I am satisfied the people of this place deserve the thanks of the
community for their late proceedings with the counterfeiters. Sheriff Warren has a large pile of
bogus bills given up to him by Morton or Mordant one of the Co. Commissioners who confessed
himself an accomplice of the counterfeiters. A large quality was also found in sheets in a house
owned by Brown (not occupied).
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Hon. Jona. W. Parker
Davenport, I. Terr.
[Seal]
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